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of the 17. Prouinces as they ftood 
Anno Dow. 1609, the Treaty of Peace 
being then on foote. 
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And firit of the PROVINCES 
Fyited. 


SmqilL L things Concurrec 
SS || for the rifing and main- 
'I| tenance of this States 
| the Diſpoſition of the 
people,becing, as mute- 
nous, fo induftrious and 
' ff irugall ; the Nature of 
FAY || the Countrey , cuery 
W744, TR where Fortfhable with 


=== water, the Scituation of 


it, hauing behinde them the Baltique Sea, which 
yeelds them all materials for Ships, and many orher 
A 2 "* Com» 


(2) 


Commodities, and for Men, hard before them, 
France, and England, both fearing the Spaniih 
greatneiſ2 ; and therefore, both Concurring for 
theic Aydez the remoteneſle of their Maſter from 
them; the Change of Religion falling out about the, 
time of ther Reuole, and now the Marquiſe of Brax- 
denbaroh, a Proteſtant, like tro becoine Duke of 
C'eue. The diicontentments of the Low-Countries 
d:d firſtappeare, ſoone after the going away of the 
Kings of Spazre, while the Dutchefle of Parma Go- 
uerned ; to ſuppreſſe which beginnings, the Duke 
of Alva being ſent, inflamed them more, vpon at- 
rempting to bring in the Inquiſition and Spanijh 
1)ecimartion, vpon the Bzheading Count Horne, and 
Count Ezmont , perlecuting thoſe of the Religion, 
and vndertaking to build Cittadels vpon all their 
Townes, which hee efteCted at 4ntwerpe, but enter- 
prifing the like at F/z/h1728, that Towne revolted firft 
an vnder it began the Warre. 

Burt the more gencrall reyolt of the Prouinces- 
:appcned after the Death of Dex Lewis de Requicſens, 
and vpon the comming downe of Den John of Anu: 
firia, when all the Prouinces, excepting L#xeavurgh, 
ypon the facke of 4utwerpe and other: Infolencies, 
Proclaimed the Spamards Rebels and Enemics to 
_ *he King ; yet the abjuring of their obedience from 
' the Crowne oi Spaine was not in a yeare or two 
after, 

Holland 2nd Zealand , vpon their firft ſtanding 
out, offered the Soueraigatic of theryſelues ro the 
Queene, then the Protection , both which ſhee neg- 

lected, 
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lefted, and that while the £xexch ſent greater ayde, 
and more men of qualttie then wee; but after the 
Ciuill Warre began in Frazce, that kept them buſic 
at home, and then the Queene, fecing the neccſi- 
tie of their being ſupported, vpon the pawning 
of Brill and Fluſhing , {ent Money and Men; 
And fince that, molt part of the grcat exploits 
there haue beene. done by the Erelyh , who were 
commonly the third part of the Armie, being 
foure Regiments, beftdes elcuen hundred in Fls- 
ſhinz, and the Ramekins, and fiuc hundred in the 
Brill, Bur of late the King of Fraxce appearing 
more for them then ours, and paying himſelfe the 
French that are there, they gtue equall, if nor more 
Countenance to that Nation, But vpon theſe two 
Kings they make tneir whole dependancie , and 
though with more re{pe& to him that is ſtronger, for 
the time, yet ſo as it may gine no aiſtaſte vnto the 0- 


ther. 


haue vpon occaſion, an allembly of the generall 
Stares, like our Parliament, being compoled of 
| thoſe which are ſent irom every Prouince , vpon 

ſummons ; and what theſe Ena&t itands for 


Lawe, Then is there befides, a Counteil of State, 


reſiding for the moſt part at the Fage, which at- 
tends daily occaſtons,, being! rather imployed vp- 
on affaires of State then of particular Iuſlice, 


The moſt potent in this Counſell was Barna-. 


vitt, by reaſon of his Aduocates of Hol- 


land, Arndbefides both thefe, every Province and 
y 


A 3 ercat. 


For the manner of their Government They: 
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great Towne haue particular Counſclls of their 
owne. To all which aflemblies, aſwell of the gene- 
- Ta!l Stares, as the reſt, the Gentrie is called for order 
fake, but the State indecd is Democraticall, the 
 Merchantand the Tradeſman being predominant, 
ne Gentrie now but few and poore;z and cuen at 
the beginning the Prince of Orange 1aw it fafer ro 
relie ypan the Townes then them : Neither are the 
Gentricſo much engaged in the cauſe, the people 
hauing more aduantages in a fre: State, they in a 
Monarchy. Their care in gouernment is very cxa& 
and particular, by reaſon that cuery one hath-an 
imediate intereſt in the State; Such is the equality 
of Juſtice, that it renders euery man ſatisfied; ſuch 
the publike regularity, as a man may ſee their 
Lawes were made to guide, not to entrappe ; ſuch 
rherr exactnefl> in caſting the expence of an Armie, 
| asthatit ſhall bee equally farre trom ſuperfluity and 
want, and as much order and certaintie in their as 
of Varre,as in ours of Peace, teaching it to bee 
both Ciuill and rich, And they till retaine that 
ſfigne of a Common-wealth yer vncorrupted, Pre- 
aare Pouertte and pablike weale : for no one pri- 
nate man there is exceeding rich, and few very 
voore, and no State more ſumpruons in all publike 
things. Bur che queſtion 4s; whether this, being a 
free State, will aſwell ſub{iſt in Peace, as it hath done 
hitherto in YVVarre, Peace leauing euery one to at- 
tend his particular wealth , when feare, while the 
Warre laſts, makes them. concurre for their com- 
mon ſafety ; And Zealand, vpon the leaſt > 

ath 
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hath euer beene enuious at the predominancie of 
Holland and Ftrich, ready to Mutinie for Religion : 
and beſides, it is a doubt, whether the ſame care and 
fincericie would continue, if they were at their Con- 
ſiſtence,as appeares yer whiles they are but in riſing, 
The Reucnew of this State ariſeth chiefely from the 
' Earle of Hollands Demaynes, and Confiſcated 
Church liuings, the riſing and falling of Money, 
which they vie with much aduantage, their Fiſhing 
vpon our Coaſts, and thoſe of Norway, Contribu- 
tion out of the Enemies Countrie, Taxes vpon all 
things at home, and Impoſitions vpon all Merchan- 
dizes from abroad, Their expences vpon their Am- 
baſſadours, their Shippings, their Dicches, their 
Rawpiers and Munition, and commonly they haue 
in pay by Seaand Land 60000, men, 

For the ſtrength; The nature of the Countric 
makes them able to defend themſelues long by land, 

either could any thing haue endangered them fo 
much as the laſt great Froſt, had not the Treatic 
beene then on foot, becauſe the Enemy being then 
Maſter of the field, that rendred their Dirtches, Mar- 
ſhes, and Riuers as firme ground, 

There belongs to that State 20000, Veſlells of all 
ſorts, {o that if the Spaniard were entirely beaten out 
of thoſe parts, the Kings of France and Eng/ans 
would take aſmuch paines to ſuppreſle, as cucr they 
did to raiſe them : For being our Enemies, they are 
able to giue vs the Lawat Sea, andeate vs out of all 
trade, much more the French, hauing at rhis time 


three Ships tor our one,though noneſo good as our 
beſt, Now 


POR» 2 4 att _ 
: MAC , 


v 4-3-4 Py 1 F : 
bs th. WE S- "$9, bs , 
. o o : W ba), 62, - L Ge Ty 
SMS. 


(6) 

Now that whereupon the moſt part of their Re« 
ucnew and irength depends, is their Traffique, in 
which myiteric vt State they are at this day the wi- 
{<{t; for all the Commodines that this part of the 
world wants, and the Jnazes haue, as Spice, Silke, Ic- 
wells, Gold, they are become the Conueyers of 
them for the reſt of Ciiittendome, except vs, as the 
Veactians wereet old; Andall thoſe Commodities 
thatthoſe Norcherne Countries abound with, and 
theſe Southerne {rand in need of, they likewiſe con- 


vey thither, which was tte auncicnt Trade of the 


Eatterliogs : And this they doe, bauing little to ex- 
port of their owne, by buying of their Neighbour- 
Countries the tormer, and ſeliing them againe what 
they bring baCke at tizeir owne prifcs, and 10 conſe- 
quently live vpon the 1dlencfie of others. And to 
this purpoſe their Seituatton ſerues fitly ; for Riuers 
of the Rhepe, the Maze, and Skeld end all in their 
Dominions ; and the Ba/ttke Sealtes not farre from 
them : All which aftoord them what ever rhe great 
Continent of Germany, Ruſsia, and Poland yeelds; 
then they againe lying berweene Germany and the 
Sca, doe {urniifh it backe with all Commodities 


'forraigne. 


To remember ſome pieces of their Diſcipline as 
patternes of thereſt ; The Watches arnight are ne- 
ucr all of one Nation, fo that they can hardly con: 
Ccurre to piuc vp any one Towne, The Commilla- 
ries are no where {o {trict vpon Muſters, and where 
he findes a Company thither hee reduceth them, ſo 
that when an Armic marcheth the Liſt and the Poll, 


alc 
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C7 
are.neuer farre diſagreeing, Their Army is euer well 
Clothed, well Armed, and had neuer yet occaſion 
ro mutinie for Pay or Victualls, The Souldiers com- 
mic no where fewer Infolencies vpon the Burgers, 
fewer Robberies vpon the Countrie, nor the Ofh- 
cers fewer deceipts vpon the Souldiers. And laſtly, 
they prouide well that their Generall ſhall haue 
ſmall meanes to inuade their libertics : For firſttheir 
Army is compoled of many Nations, which haue 
their ſeuerall Commanders, and the Commands are 
diſpoſed by the States themſclues, not by the Gene- 
rall. And fecondly he hath neuer an implicit Com- 
miſhon lett ro diſcretion, bur, by reafon their Coun. 
tric hath no great bounds, recetues daily Com- 
mands what to doe, | | 
Their Territory containes ſixe entire Prounces, 
Holland, Zealand, Virick, Groninghen, Oucriſcell,and 


 Ariez/and, beſides three parts of G2/der/and, and cer- 


 raine Townes in Brabaxt and Flandersz the ground 
of which is for the moſt part fruitfull z the Townes 
no where fo equally beautifull, ſtrong, and rich, 
whichequality growes by reaſon that they appro- 
priate ſome one Staple Commodity to every Town 
of note; only Amjteraam not only patch them all, 
but cuen Si#id, Lisbene, or any other Mart Towne 
in Chriftendome, and to it is appropriated the trade 
of the Eeff Jaates, where they maintaine commoniy 
forty Ships, befides which there goe twice a yeare 
from it, and the adioyning Townes, a great Flecte 
to the Ba/tigne Sea: Vpon the fall of Aurwerp , that 
role-rather then Adzdaleborowgh, though it ſtand at 
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the ſame Rivers mouth, and is their ſecond Mart 
towne, to which is appropriated our Enzlyfh Cloth, 


| Concerning the people, they are neither much 
dcuout, nor much wicked, giuen all to drinke, and 


_ eminently to no other vice ; hard in bargaining, but 


Iuft, ſurly and reſpe&lefle, as in all Democracies, 
thuſtie, induſtrious and cleanly, ciſhartened vpon 
the leaſt ill ſucceſle, and inſolent ypon good ; Inuen- 
tive in ManutaCtures, cunning in Trafhque, and ge- 
nerally for matter of Action, thar naturall ſlowneſle 
of theirs ſutes better, by reaſon of the aduiſedneſſe 
and perfencrance it brings with it, then the raſhneſle 
and changeablenefle of the French and Florentine 
wits, and the equality of ſpirits which is among 
them and the Swi//ers, renders them ſo fit for a De- 
mociacic, which kinde of Gouernment, Nations 
of more ſtable wittes, being once come to a Conli- 
tent greatnefle, haue ſeldome long endured. 
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Obſeruations vpon the State of the 


Arch-Dukes Countrie, 1609. 
By Sir To, Overauvry. 


S ſoone as I entred into the Arch-Dukes 

AA Coun (which begins after Lil/ow) pre- 
-D-ſently I beheld workes of a Prouince, and 
thoſe of a Prouince diſtreſſed with Warre; the peo- 
ple heartlefle, and rather repining againſt their Go- 
uernours, then reuengetull againſt che Enemies, the 
braucry of chat Gentrte which was left, and the In- 
duftry of the Merchant quite decayed ; the Hul- 
bandman labouring only to live, without defire ro 
be rich to anothers vie; the Townes (whatfocucr 
concerned not the ſtrength of them) ruinous ; And 
tro conclude, the people here growing poore with 
leſſe raxes, then they flouriſh with on the Srates fide. 
This Warre hath kept the King of <paize bufſte 
eucr fince it began (which ſome 38. yeares agoc)and 
ſpending all the Money that the Jndtes, and all the 
Men that Sp4ime and 1ta/y could aftoord, hath with- 
drawne him from perſeuering in any other Enter- 
priſe ; Neicher could he giue ouer this, without for- 
going che meanes to vndertake any thing hereatter 
vpon France or Exgland, and conſequently the hope 
of the Weſterne Monarchy, For without that han- 
dlethe Mynes of Pers, had done little hurr in theſe 
parts, in compariſon of what they haue, The cauſe 
of the expenſefulnes of it,is the remorenefſſe of thoſe 
Provinces from Spaine, by reaſon of which, every 
B 2 Souk 
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 Souldicr of Spain or /aty, before he can arriue there, 

_ coſts rhe King an hundred Crownes, and not aboue 
one of ten thatarriues prooues good;beſides,by rea- 
fon of the diſtance, a great part of che Money is 
drunke yp betwixt the Officers that conuey ir and 
pay ir, The caule of the continuance of it,is,not only 
the ſtrength of the Enemy,bur partly by reaſon that 
the Commanders themfſelues are content the Var 
{hall laſt, ſo ro maintaine and render themſelues ne- 
ceſlaries, and partly becauſe the people of thoſe 
Countries are not ſo cager to haue the other redu- 
ced,as willing to be in the like ſtate themſclies. 

The viſual} Reucnew of thoſe Proninces which the 
Arch-Duke hath, amounts to 1200000. Crownes a 
yeare, beſides which, there come from Sparne euery 
Moneth to maintaine the VVYar, 150000, Crownes., 
Ic was at the firſt 3 00000, Crownes a moneth, but ir 
tell by fatties to this at the time when the Treaty be- 
gan t Flanders payes more toward the warre then all 
thereſt, as Holland doth with the States, There is no 
Spartara of the Counſell of State, nor Gouernour of 
any Prouince, but of the Counſell of Warre, which * 
is only aCtiuez There they only are,and haue in their 
hands all the ſtrong Townes & Caſtles of thoſe Pro- 
uinces, of which the Goucrnours haue but only the 
Title. 

The Nations of which their Armie conſiſts, are 
chiefly Spaniards 8 Nalians, emulous one of another 
there, as on the other {ide the French and Expliſh, 
and of the Country,chiefly Burgondians and wallens, 
The Popes Letters, and Sp7/nsla's inclination keepe 
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the 7ralians there, almoſt in equality of Command 
with the Spaniara himſelte, 
The Gouernors for the King of Sparne there ſuc- 
ceſſiuely haue bin the D,ot A/va,Dor. Lewis de Re- 
quieſens,Don lohn d' Auſlria, the Prince of Parma, the 
Arch-Duke Erxeſtas, the Cardinall 4ndrew of Au. 


ftrich, and the Cardinall Albers, till he maried the 


Infaxta. 


Where the Dominion of the Ach-Duke and the 
States part, there alſo changeth the nature of the 
Co:mnry, that is, about Azzwerp : For all below be 
ing flat, and betwixt Medow and Marſh, thence it 
begins to riſe and become Champion, and confc- 
quently the people are more quicke and ſpiritfull, as 
the Brabanter, Flemming, and Wallon, 

The moſt remarkable place in that ſide is Antwerp 
(which roſe vpon the fall of Bruges ) equally ſtrong 
and beautifull, remaining yet fo, vpon the ſtrength 
of its former greatneſfle; twice ſpoyled by the Spanz- 
ard, and the like attempted by the French, The Cit- 
tadell was built there by the D, of A4/vs, but renued 
by the Prince of Parma after his 18,moneths befie- 
ging it, the Towne accepiing a Catlic rather then a 
Garriſon to mingle among them. ' There arc yer in 
the Towne of C1:1zens 30000. fighting men, 600.,0f 
which kept Watch nightly,but they allowed neither 
Cannon vpon the Rampier, nor Megazins of pow- 
der. Inth: Caftle are 200,peeces of Ordnance, and 
commonly ſcuen or eight hutzdred Souldiers, Flan- 
ders is the beſt of the ſcucnteene Provinces , but the 


Havens thereof are naught, 
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Obſeruations on the State of France, 
1609. onder Henry the Fourth. 


By Sir T4 0MAS OVvERBVRY. 


Auing ſeene the forme of a Common- 
wealth and a Province, with the different 
= cffe&s of Warres in them, I entred Fraxce, 


flouriſhing with Peace, and of Monarchies the moſt 


abſolute, becauſe the King there, not only makes 
Peace and Warres,Calls and diflolues Parliaments, 
Pardoneth, naturalizeth, Innobleth, Names the va- 
lue of Money, Prefſeth to the Warre; but even 
makes Lawes, and impoſes Taxes at his pleaſure : 
And all this he doth alone: for as for that forme that 
his EdiQs muſt be authorized by the next Court of 
Parliament, that is, the next Court of ſoucraigne 
Iuftice ; firſt the Preſidents thereof are to be choſen 


| by him, and to bee put out by him; and ſecondly, 


when they concurre not with the King, he paſſeth a- 
iy thing without them, as he did the laſt Edic for 
the Proteſtants : And tor the aſſembly of the three 
Eſtates, it is growne now almoſt as extraordinary as 
a generall Counſell; with the lofſe of which their 
Liberty fell, and when occaſion vrgeth, it is pofſible 
for the King to procure, that all thoſe that ſhall bee 
ſent thither, ſhall be his Inſtruments : for the Duke 
of Guiſe effcCted as muchar the afſembly of Bloys. 
The occafion that firſt procured the King that 
Supremacie, that his Edicts ſhould be Lawes, was, 


the 


(3). 
the laſt Inuafion of the Ewg4ſþ, for at that time they 
poſſcfing two parts of Frence, the three Eſtates 


could not aſſemble , whereupon they did then 
grant that power vnto Charles the Seuenth during 
the Warre ; And that which made it caſte for Lewis 
the Eleuenth and his Succefſors to continue the 
ſame, the occfion ceaſing, was, that the Clergie and 
Gentrie did not runne the ſame fortune with the 
people there, as in Exeland; for moſt of the Taxes 
talling only vpon the people, the Clergic and Gen- 
trie being forborne, were caſtly induced to leaue 
them to the Kings mercy. Bur the King hauing got 
ſtrength vpon the Peſants, hath beene fince the bol- 
der to inuade part of both their liberties, 

For the ſucceſſion of this Monarchie, it hath ſub- 
ſiſted without intermiſſion theſe 1200. yeares, vader 
three Races of Kings. No Nation hath heretofore 
done greater things abroad in Paleſiine and Eeipr, 
beſides all parts of Ewrepe; but for theſe laſt 400. 

eares, they haue only made Sallics into /fa/re, and 
often ſuffered at home. 

Three hundred yeares the Exgl/h aftlifted them, 
making two ficme Inuattons vpon them, and taking 
their King priſoner ;the ſecohd ;greatnefle of Chri- 
ſtendome, next the Emperour, being then in com- 
petition betwixt vs and them ; And to ſecure them- 
ſelues againſt vs, rather then the Houle of Auſtria, 
as it then ſtood, they choſe to marry the Heire oi 
Bretaigne before that of Burgwndy. And for this lalt 
hundred yeares, the Spaxtard vndertaking them, hat! 


eaten them out of all bur Fraxce, and endangered 
| that 


(14) 
that too, But for this preſent, France had never, as 
Francexamore entire greatneſle, though ic hath of- 
ten becne richer, For {fince the Warre the King ts 
014 £07 atore hand, the Country is but yet in reco- 
uering, the Var hauing lalted by ſpaces 32. yeares, 
a1 {0 generally, thacno man but had an Enemie 
within TIILCE miles, and ſo the a Rap. became 
Frontier all ouer. Now that which hath made them, 
at th13 time, ſo largely greatar home, is their adop- 
ting into themſelues the lefler acioyning Nations, 
without deſtruction, or leauing any marke of 
trangenefſe vpon them, as the Bretons, Gaſcotones, 
Previgcalls, and others which arenot Frexch; to- 
wards the which Vnions, tier nature, which 15 catie 
and harborous to ſtrangers, hath done more then a- 
ny Lawes could haue cfte&ed, but with long 
time, 
The King (as I laid ) entoying what Zewis the 
7 1, did gaine, bath the entire Soueraigntic in him- 
ſclfe, becauſe hee can make the Parliament doe what 
he plcaſe, or ciſe doc what he pleaſe without them. 
deans other three Eſtates z The Church is there 
ery rich, being eſtimated to cnioy the third part 
of the Renenew of France , but otherwiſe nothing 
lo potent asei{e-whete, partly becauſe the Inquilt- 
t10n 1s not admitted in Fraxce, but principally be- 
cauſe the Popes ordinary power is much reſtrayned 
there, by the Liberties which'the #rezch Church 
claymeth ; - Which Liberties doe not*ſo much en+ 
franchize the Ciurchit ſelfe,as conterre the Autho- 
ritie the Pope looſeth vpon he King, as fiſt truites, 


and 
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and the diſpoſing of all Spiricuall preferments, 
And by reaſon of thts neutralitie of Authoritic, the 
Church-men ſuffer mere there, then cither in Exz- 
ayd, where they wholly depend vpon the King , o: 
in Spaire and /fra/re, where they. wholly ſubtift by 
the Pope ; becauſe the Pope is not able torally to 
ſupport them, and the King takes occaſion cuer to 
ſuppreſſe raem, as becing not entirely his Sub- 
tes : and to, him they pay yearely both the 
tenth of all their Tithe, and of all their Temporal! 
land, 

The Gentrie are the onely entire Body there, 
which participate with the Prerogatiues of the 
Crowne; for from it they receiue Priuiledges a- 
boue all other men, and a kinde of limited Regality 
vpon their Tenants, beſides reall ſupply to their e- 
ſtates, by Gouernments. and Penſions, and free- 
dome from Tallies ypon their owne Lands; that is, 
vpon their Demaines, and whatfoeuer ele they ma- 
nure by their Seruants ; but ſo much as they ler to 
Tenants is preſently Tallie-able, which cauſeth pro- 
portionable abatement in the Rent ; and in recom- 
pence of this, they owe to the King the Ben and the 
Arriercban; that is. to ferue him and his Lieutenant 
three Moneths within the Land at their owne Char- 
oes, And as in Varre they v::dergoe the greate 


part of the danger, fo then 1s their power moſt per- | 


' remptorie aboue the reſt, whereas jn time of Peace, 
the King 1s ready to ſupport 1aferiour perſons a- 
gainſt them, and is glad to ſee them to waſte one an- 
other by Contention in Law for feare they grow 
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(16) 
rich, becauſe hee fore-ſces, that as the Nobilitie one- 
ly can doe him ſeruice,fo chey onely miſapplyed can 
doc him harme. 

The aunticat Gentrie of Fraxre was moſt of it 
conſumed inthe VWarres of Geafrey of Bullot2xe, and 
ſome in thoſe of Saint Lews, becauſe vpon cheir ſet- 
ting out they pawned all their Fesfs to the Church, 
and few of them were after redeemed ; by reaſon 
whereof the Church poſſefleth at this-day the third 
part of the beſt Feffs in France; and that Gentrie was 
after made vp by Aduocates, Financiers, and Mes 
chants innobled, which now are reputed-auntient, 
and are dayly caten out againe and repayred by te 
{ame kinde of men, 

For the people ; All thoſe that haue any kinde of 
profeſſion or Trade, liue well.; but for the meere 
Peaſants that labour the pround, they are onely 
Spunges to the King, to the Church and the Nobi- 
tic, having nothing t to their owne, but to the vie of 
them, and are ſcarce allowed (as Beaſts) enough to 
keeps them able to doe ſeruice ; tor beſides their 
Rent, they pay vſually two thirds to the King. 

The manner of Goucrnment it Fraxee, ismixt, be- 
twixt Peace and VVarre, being compoſed as well of 
Milicary Dilcipline,as Ciuill luſtice, becauſe hauing 
open Frontiers and ſtrong Neighbours, and there- 
foxe obnoxious to ſodaine Inuaſtons, they cannot 
{as in Emglana)ioyne euer Peace & ſecurity together, 

For the Military part, there 1s cuer a Conſtable 
ind a Marſhall in being, Troupes of Horſe and Re- 
giments of Foot in pay, and in all Prouinces. and 

places 
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places of firength, Gouernours and Garriſons dr 
ftributed, all which are meanes for the preferment of 
the Gentry ; But thoſe as they giue ſecurity againſi 
the enemy, ſo when there is none they diſturbe the 
enioying of Peace, by making the Countries taſte 
{omewhat of a Prouince. For the Gentry finde a dit- 
ference betwixt the Gouernours fauour $ disfauor, 
and the fouldiers commit often Inſolencics vpon 
the people. 

The Gouernments there are ſo well diſpoſed by the 
King,as.no Gouernour hath meanes to giue ouer a 
Pcouince into the Enemies hand, the Commands 
thereof are ſo ſcattered : for the Gouernour Com- 
mands the Country,and for the moſt part the chiefe 
Towne; then is tkere a Lieutcnant, to the-King, nor 
to him of the ſame, and betwixt theſe two there is c- 
uer Icaloufic nouriſhed; then hath cuery Towne and 
Fortreſle particular Gouernours, which arenotſub- 
alterne to that of the Pronince, but hold imediately 
from the Prince,and-many times the towne hath one 
Goucrnour and the'Caſtle another, 

Tie aduantages of Gouernours ( befides their pay 
from the King) are Preſents trom the Country,dead 
payes,waking their Megazins of Corne and powder 
more then they need at the Kings price, and where 
they ſtand vpon the Sea, ouerſeeing of vnlawtull 
goods : Thus much in Peace ; In Warre they are 
worth as much as they will exaQt, Langueave, is the 
beſt,thea Bretarane. Promince is worth by all the} 
means to the D.of Gaiſe 20000, Crownes & yeare ; 
but Proatnce only he holds without a Licutenant. 
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Concerning the Ciuill Iuftice there, it is no where: 


mor e Corrupt nor cxpencefull. The Corruptneſlc 
of it proceeds, firſtþy reaſon that the King ſells the 
places of Iuſtice at as higha rate as can bee honeſt- 
ly made of them; fo that all thriving is left to Cor- 
ruption, and the gaine the King hath that wayes, 
tempts him to make a multitude of Officers, which 
15 another burthen to the SubieCt. Secondly, the 
Preſidents are not bound to judge according to the 
written Law, but according to the Equitie drawne 
out of it, which Libertie doth not ſo much admit 
Conſcience, as leaue wit without limits. The cx- 
pencefulnefſe of it ariſeth from the multitude of 
Lawes, and multiplicitie of formes of Proceſſes, the 
wich wo both beget doubt, and make them long 
in reſoiuing. And all this Chrquanerey, as they call 
ir, is brought into Fraxce from Rome,vpon the Popes 
comming to refide at Avignon, 

For the ſtrength of Fraxce, It is at this day the 
greateſt Vnited force of Chriſtendome ; The par- 
ticulars in which ir conſiſts are theſe : The ſhape of 
the Countrey, which becing round, no one part :s 
tarre from ſuccouring another ; The multitude of 
go0d Townes and places of {trength therein are a- 
bleto ſtay an Army, it not to waſte it, as Merz did 
the Emperours ; the maſſe of Treaſure which the 
King hath in the Baſfzle 5; The number of Arlſcnals 
diftributed vpon the Frontiers, beſides that of Pars, 
all which are full of good Armes and Artillerie: And 
zor ready men,the 5,Regiments beſtowed vp &down 
'1 Garriſons, together with the 2000.08 the Guard; 
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the Troupes of ordinary and light Horſe; all euer 
in pay ; beſides their Gentrie all bred Souldiers, and 
of which they thinke there are at this preſent 50000, 
fic to beare Armes: And to Command all theſe, they 
have at this day the beft Generalls of Chriſten- 
dome, which is the only commodity the Ciuill wars 
did leaue them. 

The weaknefle of it are, firſt the want of a ſuffi- 
cient Infantry, which proceeds from the il! diftribu- 


tion of their wealth ; for the Peyſant, which con- . 


taines the greateſt part of the people, hauing no 
ſhare allowed him, is heartleſle and feeble, and con- 
ſequently vnſeruiceable for all Military vies, by rea- 
ſon of which, they are firſt forced to borrow ayde of 
the Swiſſers at a great Charge, and ſecondly to com- 

ole their Armies for the moſt part of Gentlemen, 
which inakes the loſe of a battaile there almoſt ir- 
recouerable. The ſecond is the vnproportionable 
part of the land which the Church holds, all which 
is likewiſe dead to Militarie vies, Fer, as they ſay 
there, The Charch will looſe nething , nor defend no- 
thins, The third is the want of a Competent number 
of Ships and Gallies, by reafon of which' defect, 
fiſt the Spaniard ouermaſters them vpon the Medi- 
rerranian, and the Enehſh and Hollander vpon the 
Ocean, and ſecondly i1trenders them poore in for. 
raine Trade, fohat all the great ations of Chri- 
tendome tor thele\firty yeares , hauing beene bent 
vpon the 7zdtes, they only haue fate 1dle. Thefourth 
is theweaknefle of their Frontiers, which is ſo much 
the more dangerous. becauſe they are pollefled, all 
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but the Ocean, bythe Span/ard: for Savey hath beene 
alwaics as his owne for all vies againſt France. The 
laſt is the difference of Religion among rhemiſclues, 
which will cuer yeeld matter of ciuill diflcntion,and 
- conſequeutly cauſe the weaker to.ftand in neede of 
torraigne ſuccours, The ordinarie Reuenew of the 
King, 1s, as they ſay now, ſome 14. Millions of 
Crowns,which ariſc principally from the Demaines 
ot the Crowne, the gabell of Salt, tallies vpon the 
.Countrie, Cuſtomes' ypon the Merchandize, fale of 
Othces, the yearely Tithe of all thatbelongs. ro the 
;* hurch, the riſing and falling of Money. Fines and 
Confilcations caſt vpon him by the Law but as for 
VV/ardthips,they are only knowne in Normandy, His 
cxpence ts chiciely Ambaſſadours, Municon, Buil- 
cing, Fortifying, and maintaining of Gallies. As for 
Ships when heneeds rhem, he makes an Embarque ; 
In Pay for Souldiers, Wages for Officers, Pentzons 

at home & abroad ,vpon che entertainine his Houſe, 
is Scare, and his priuare pleaſures, Andall the frft, 
but the Demaynes were granted, in the beginning, 
vpon ſome vrgent eccaſion , and after by Kings 
made perpetual, the occaſion ceaſig ; and the De- 
maynes it felfe granted, becauſe the Kin £ ſhould liue 

vpon their one without oppreſſing their SubieCts. 
But at this day,though the Renenew bee thus great, 
and the taxes vaſupportable,yer doe they little more 
then ſerue tor neceflary publike vies, For the King of 
Spas greatnes & Neighbourhood,forceth the King 
there to liue continually vpon his Guard : and the 


exceafure which the S94274rd recciues from his /adfes, 
CON- 
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conſtraines him to raiſe his Reuenew thus by Taxes, 
ſo to be able in ſome proportion to beare vp againſt 
him, for fearcelſe he ſhould be bought out of all his 
Confederates and fcruants. . 

For the Relation of this State to others, Ie is ficſt 
to be con(idered, that this part of Chriſtendome is 
ballanced betwixt the three Kings of Spaine, France, 
and Exzland, as the other part betwixt the Rnſs1ax, 
the Kings of Poland, Sweaen, and Denmarke, For as 
for Germany, which if it wereentirely ſubie&t to one 
Monarchy, would beterribleto all the reſt, ſo being 
deuided betwixt ſo many Princes, and thoſe of fo e- 
quall power, it ſernes only to ballance it ſelfe, and 
entertaine cafte VVarre with the Twrke, while the 
Perſian with-holds him-in agreater, And cuery one 
of thoſe firft three, hath his particular ſtrength, and 
his particular weakenefle : Spare hath the aduantage 
of both the reſt in Treaſure,bur is defeCtiue in Men. 
his Dominions are ſcattered, and th: conueyance 
of his Treaſure from the: /xates Iyes obnoxious to 
the power of any Nation that"is ſtronger by Sea. 
France abounds with Men , lyes cloſe together, 
and hath Money ſufhciently. England beeing an 1- 
!and, is hard to be Inuaded, abounds with Men, but 
wants Money to imploy them, For their particu- 
lar weakneſſe : Spaine is to be kept buſte in the Zow- 
Conntries : France is to bee afflicted with Proteſtants, 
' and England in Treland. Enplandis notable to {ub- 


fit againſt any of the other hand to hand, bat"idy- 


ned with the Lowe-Countries it can giue Lawe ro 


both by Sea,and ioyned with either of them two it is 
able 
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able to opprefſe the third as Henry the Eight pd. 


Now the only entire body in Chriſtendome thar 
makes head againſt the Spaniſh Monarchy, is Fraxce; 


and therefore they lay in Frayce, that the day of the 


ruinc of France, is the Eve of the ruine of Exzland : 
And thereupon England hath euer ſince the Spani// 


greatncfle, enclined rather to maintaine France ra- 


Fe 
L 


ther then to ruine it; as when King Francis was taken 
prifoner, the King of Exzland lent Money towards 
che payment of his Ranfome : And the late Queene 
(when the Leagers,attcr che Duke of Guiſe his death, 
had a defigne to Cantonize France) though offered 
a part, would not conſent, So then this reaſon of 
State, of- mutuall preſeruation , conioyning them, 
Enzlawd may be accounted a ſure Confederate of 
France, and Holland by reaſon it partly ſubſiſts by it ; 
the Proteſtant Princes of Germany, becauſe they 
haue Countenance from it againſt the houſe of Au- 
ria, the Proteſtant Swiſſers tor Religion and Mo- 
ney; the Yenertans tor protection againlt the Spaxiard 
in 1raly : So that all their friends are either Prote- 
ftants or enclyning, and whoſocuer is extreme Ca- 
tholike, is their enemie, and FaQors for the Spaniſp 
Monarchy, as the Pope, the Cardinalls for the moſt 
part, and totally the Ieſuites, the Catholike Princes 
of Germany, and the Catholicks of Exg/and and 1re- 
land. For the Icluites, which are the Eccleſiaſtical! 


firength of Chriſiendome, France, notwithſtanding 


the many late Obligations, hathcaule to deſpaire of 
hem :for they intending, as one Pope, ſo one King, 
to {uppreſſe the Proteſtants, and for 'the better 

{11pport 


(23) 


ſupportof Chrifteadome againſt the Twyke, and 


{ſeeing Sparme the likelter to bring this to paſle, 
they follow the neerer probability of effecting 
their end, 

No addition could make Framce ſo dangerous 
to vs, as that of our Lowe-Courntries : for fo it 
were worſe then it the Sp4ziard himſelfe had 
them entirely. As for their hopes of regaining 
Jtalie , it concernes the Spawiard immediatly ra- 
ther then vs, | 

Concerning the ſtate ot the Proteſtants in 
France, during Peace they are protected by their 
Edict : For their two Agents at Court defcnd 
the Generall from wrong, and their Chambres- 
wpartyes eucry particular perſon : And if trou- 
bles ſhould ariſe, fome ſcattered particulars 
might be in danger, but the maine body is ſafe, 
ſake to detend themſclues,- though all France 
ioyne againſt them, and if it breake out into Fa- 
Etions, the ſafeſt, becaule they are both ready and 
vnired. | 

The particulars of their ſtrength are, firſt their 
Townes of ſurety, two of which command the 
Riuer of Loyre, | 

Secondly, their Scituation, the greateſt part 
of them lying neere together, as Porcton, Zan- 
ningronge, High Gaſcoigne, Lanewedoc, and Dan!- 
phiz, necrc the Sea, ſo conſequently fit to receive 
fuccours from abroad, and remote from Payzs, 


{o that the qualitie of an Armie is much waſted 
D bcforc 
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before it can approach them, 
The third, is the ſufficiency of their preſent 
Gouernours,B#/lsjgne and Deſdegnters,and other 


{econd Commanders, And for the Princes of 


the Blood, whom the reſt may, in ſhew, without 
emulation obey, when they come once to open 
action, thoſe which want a party will quickly 
ſceke them; 

The laſt, is the ayde they are fure of from fot- 
raine Princes : For whoſoeucr are friends to 
France in general, are more particularly their 
friends, | 

And beſides, the Proteſtant partic being 
growne fironger of late, as the Low-Connries, 
and more vnited, as England and Scotland, part 
of that ſtrength refle&s vpon them; and euen 
the King of Spaiye himſelte, which is Enemie to 
France in generall, would rather giue them ſuc- 
cour, then ſee them vtterly extirpated : And yet 


no Forraine Prince can cuer make further vie of 


them), then to difturbe Fraxce, not to inuade it 
himſelfe. For as ſoone as they get an EdiCt with 
berter Conditions, they turne head againſt him 
that now ſuccourcd them, as they did againſt vs, 

at NewW-h4aVene 
Concerning the proportion of their number, 
they arenot aboue the ſeuenteene or cighteenth 
part of the pceple, but of the Gentlemen there 
are $000. of the Religion ; but ſince the Peace 
chey haue increaſed in people, as principally in 
| Paris. 


=. 

Parts, Normayay, and Daulphin, but loſt in the 
Gentrie, which lofſe commeth to paſſe, by rea- 
ſon that che King when he findes any Gent. that 
will but hearken, tempts him with preferment, 
and thoſe he findes vtterly obſtinate, ſuppreſſech: 
And by ſuch meancs hee hath done them more 
harme in Peace, then both his Predeceſfors in 
Warre, For in all-their afſemblies hee corruprs 
ſome of their Miniſters to betray their Counſel! 
in hand;and of the 100-& 6000.Crowns a yeare, 
which he paies the Proteſtants to entertaine their 
Miniſters ,and pay their Garrifons, hee hath got- 
ten the beſtowing of 16000, of them vpon what 
| Gentleman of the Religion he pleafſeth, when by 


that meanes he moderates,if not gaines : and be- 


ſides, they were wont to impoſe vpon him their 
two Deputies which are to ſtay at Court, but 
now he makes them propoſe fixe,our of which he 
chuſeth'the two,and by that obligeth thoſe;& yet 
notwithſtanding all this, in ſome occaſions hee 
makes good vic'of them too, Foras towards Erg- 
land he placeth none in any place of ſtrength but 
firme Catholikes; ſo towards £paine and Sawoy he 


often glues charge to Proteſtants,as to /a Force in 


Bearne, Deſdegnicrs and Boiſſe in Breſſe. 
Concerning the King himſelfe, hee is a perſon 
wonderfull both in War and Peace.: for his Acts 
in Warrc, hee hath manumized France from the 
SPpantard, & ſubdued the League, being the moſt 
dangerous plot that hath bin layd, weakening 1e 
D 2: _ 
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by Armes, but vtterly diſſolving it by wit, that 
is, by letting the Duke of Gviſe out of Prifo B, 


_ andC: wpirinamg: with the heads of tt c1:/ ry onCc 


a part, by which meanes hee hath yet left acon- 

'nuall hacred among then:, becat aſe eucry Ons 
for Ight, by preuenting other, tO make his Con! 
ditions the better - ſo thar now there remaines 
lirtle connexton os; it amongſt the Gentrie, one- 


— 


Ty there continues ſome dregges ſtil among the 


P.:i2its, and conſequently the People, eſpecially 
when they arc angred with the increa{ le and prol- 
peritie of the P coteftants. 

For his As of Peace, hee bath enriched 
France with a greater proportion of Vooll, and 
S1ike, ereted goodly Buildings, cut Paſſages 
betwixtRiuer and Riucr, and is about to doe the 
{ame berwixt Sca and Sea, redeemed much ol 
he Mortgeaged Demayn*s > the Crowne, bet- 
©r husbanded the Mone y, Which was wont to 
bee drunke vppe two Pare of it inthe Officers 
hands, got atorchand in Treaſure, Armes and 
Aunition , Increaſed the Infantrie, and ſuppreft 
the vnproportionabie Caualry , and lcfr no- 
ting vndone e bu! the building of a Nauie, 

And all this may bee attributed to himſclfe 

onely, becauſe in a Monarchy, Officers arc ac- 
cordingly aQtue or careleſiz, as the Prince 1s 


Pic 


able to Indge and diftinguiſh of their labours, 


and withall to participate of them ſomewhat 
himdelte. 


rs ob Sure 
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Sure tt is that the Peace of France, and 
{ſomewhat that of Chriftendome it (elfe, 1s ſc- 
cured by this Princes life : For all Titles and 
Diſcontents, all fations of Religion there { ups 
preſle diemniclues till his Death ; but what wi! 
enſue after ; what the reſt of the Houk of Bour 
bon will enterpril e vpon the Kings Children, 


what the Houſe of Gwe vpon the Houle of 


Boorboy, What the League, what the Prote- 
{tans , whatthe Kings ol Spaipe , a! nd Ex2lind, 
if they ſee a breach made by ciuill Ditlc AUO , [ 
chuſe rather to expect then Conicure , bc- 
cauſe God hath fo many waycs' to turne aſide 
from humaine fore-ſight, as hec gauc vs a teſit- 
mony ypon the Death, af our late Quecac, 

The Countrey of Fraxce . conſidering the 
quantitic, 15 the faireft and ichelt of all Chei: 
ftendome, and: containces in it moſt of the 


Countries adioyning., For Picaraze, Noymanare, 


and Bretarene , relemble Englana ; Lanour doe, 

Spare, Province, lialie, and the reft is Fraxce. 
Beſides. all the Riners that paſſe through it, 

end init. It abounds with Corne, Wine, ws 


Salt, and hath a Competency of Silke : but's 
12, 


deicctiue in VVool), Leather, Metrals, and! } 


A 


fes; and hath but few very good Haucns. c{ic- 
cially on the North {tde, 

Concerning the People ; Their Cl1!g! 
Arſt fight ſeeme Men, and their Men Chit! 
but who fo, in negotiating, preſumcs vpon a; 
D 3 PCALAt3CC, 
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pearancegWaall bee deceiued, Compaſſionate to- 
wards thy owne Nation and Countrey ; louing 
ro the Pritice , and ſo they may haue liberty in 
Ceremony, and free acceſle to him, they will be 
the Eetter content that hee hall be abſolute in 
matter of ſubſtance ; impatient of Peace any lon- 


ger then whiles they are 1n recouering the ruines 


of Warre ; the preſentneſſe of danger inflames 
their courage, bur any cxpeCtation makes it lan- 
Fuiſh ; for the moſt, they are all Imagination, 
andno Iudgement, but thof that proue ſolid, 
excel! ; Their Gentlemen aic all good outward 
men,, good Courtiers, good Souldiers, and 
knowing enough in Men and buſineffe,but meer- 
y ignorant in matters of Letters, becauſc at fif- 
teene they quit bookes, and begin to liue in the 
world, when indeed a mediocritic betwixt their 
forme of education and ours would doe better 


then either, No men ſtand more punctually vp- 


on their Honours in matter of Valour, and which 

is ſtrange, in nothing elſe; for otherwiſe in their 

Conuerſation, the Cuſtome and ſhifting and o- 
uerſpeaking, hath quite onercome the ſhame 


of it, 
FI NES. 
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